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Travel agent honored for cancer campaign

By Smam McManus
JOURNAL STAFF ¥UTER

At 36, West Palm
Beach resident Stacy
Small, has raised more
money for the Leukemia
& Lymphoma Society
than any other woman
in the country. And in
recognition for her suc-
cesstul, one-woman
fundraising campaign,
which brought in nearly
$90,000, she was recent-
ly honored by the -
nization as "Natio
Woman of the Year.”

President of her own
West Palm Beach travel
agency, Elite Travel by
Stacy, Small raised
mu
through Tripsior-
Cancer.com, an online,
luxury travel auction
site she crafted in part-
nership with more than

50 worldwide luxury ho-
tels and travel compa-
nies. Packaging lavish
vacations at hotels all
over the world during
April and May, the site
gave people an opportu-
nity to bid on trips val-
ued from $1,000-
$15,000. Small also sold
$100 raffle tickets on-
line to win 12 days in
Hawaii, in addition to
organizing fund-raising
Pﬂgies in Palm Beach.
riginally from
Rochester, N.Y., Small
was a communications
major at Syracuse Uni-
versity, uating in
1991. A former Travel
ﬁg nt Magazine senior
itor and founding edi-
torial director of Elite
Traveler Magazine,
Small has written for
scores of other travel
magazines, including
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Conde Nast Traveler,
National Geographic
Traveler, and Travel
and Leisure.

Small grew up with a
traditional Jewish back-
ground, and wentto a

JCC-sponsored summer
camp each year - and

" has “finally found a nice

Jewish guy to settle
down with.”

Jewish Journal: Why
did you get involved in
raising funds for the
Leukemia & Lymphoma
Scciety?

Stacy Small: Because
I had a lot of friends
who lost people to can-
cer, or are going
through the battle. Both
my parents had cancer;
my mom is a cancer
survivor. And my
hoyfriend’s younger
brother died at a young
age, due to cancer.

JJ: I can understand
why this is so important
to you. ,

S: I'm very passion-
ate about this. It’s tied

to my feeling that
there's way too many
people stricken with
cancer. And | have an
easier time asking for
money when I'm so in-
volved. If my mother
hadn't been diagnosed
when she was, she
robably wouldn’t be
ere today. Today, we've
seen a lot of progress.

JJ: Tell me about

ur famii_t,)t Do they live
in Florida?

SS: No. | have one

cunger sister, Marcy.

y parents live in
Rhode Island, but are
planning to move here.
My dad was the %r;em-
dent of a temple
Rhode Island, but he
had to relinquish it, due
to cancer.

ConmvUED ON PAGE 15




PPERERLERSIRIRLIRARFIEIY

I{ulnin Memorial Chapel
Complete At Need & Pre Need

Y MENSCH

CONTINUER FRAOM PARE 4

JJ: How did it feel to
be named Woman of the
Year?

§8: It was very excit-
ing — but it was sec-
ondary to the money
being raised.

J¥: How did you get
the big, luxury hotels to
come on board for your
Trips for Cancer pro-
ject?

SS: [ write a column
for a monthly maga-
zine, and I did a column
about trying to raise
money for cancer, and
many said they were in-

spired m help A !-::nl uf
hotels can't contribute
to every cause, so | was
thrilled that they donat-
ed to mine.

JJ: What are you fu-
ture goals?

S§5: To continue to
raise money for cancer
research, and do it in a
fun way. My boyfriend.
Donald Gorback, and I
are very involved in
Doggie Mansions, a
new company that
makes custom luxury
dog homes. It's our pet
project. We're dog
lovers.

For more informa-
tion, contact Stacy
Smail at 561-681-3355.

ff}?ou know
someone who might be
considered a mensch,
contact reporter Shani
McManus at 561-596-
5639 or e-mail
smcmanus @iribune.
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“I'm very excited,” she
iays. “He has a double
ikall, We'll be able to take
Sudvantage of his cantorial
yikills, as well as his rab-

goals he has for Temple
Beth Zion, the halimark
of Kieffer’s rabbinate is
“relevance,” he says.

“My goal is to have a
Jewish community that is
close to each other and

rays with one another,”
e savs. “I also hope to
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